Regina Paint It Recycled – 15 October 2005 Summary Notes
The 15 October 2005 Paint It Recycled waste paint collection was the sixth and final event of the 2005 program year.  The Paint It Recycled program, one of the City of Regina’s Waste Minimization Programs, has now completed its 13th and most likely final operational year and is the largest program in the province of Saskatchewan.  With the completion of the October event is expected the total 13-year program will have diverted over 300,000 litres of waste paint – enough to completely paint the full surface of over 225 CEF football fields [including the end zones] or 66,000 rooms [10 ft X 10 ft X 8 ft]!  Most every gallon of paint was handled by citizen volunteers – this is a lot of paint not going to the Regina Landfill.

 

The number of vehicles (328), the number of vehicles processed per hour (87.5) and the volume of paint [9 oil-based gaylords + full rolloff container + 3 barrels of aerosols] represents the third highest vehicle volume and an above average event for the City of Regina during the 2005 program year.  During the event we handed out 328 Paint It Recycled leaflets and about 328 special Waste Reduction Week “Did You Know … “information brochures. Owing to an error on the City website listing The Home Depot as the location of the October paint day, we collected about 50 gallons of paint from this site following a visit to this site.  In addition, Free-Cycle Regina was also at the event and handed out a similar number of their brochures.

For the October 2005 collection we featured our four “Made in Regina Champion” groups who have made regular volunteer contributions to a sustainable community in Regina: SaskTel TelecomPioneers, Street Culture Project, Rotary Club of Regina - Industrial Parks and Cat Town Wrestling Club.  After the regular paint collection we set up information booths in the Southland Mall from 1:00 pm until 3:30 pm.  Refreshments were provided by the Southland Mall. The groups with displays included the City of Regina-Waste Minimization, Regina Area Girl Guides, Envirotec Services and Rotary Club of Regina – Industrial Parks.  In addition there were Regina Master Composters, SaskTel Pioneers and FreeCycle-Regina volunteers manning some of the booths.  The Street Culture Project also provided some face painting.

Envirotec Services Incorporated, the firm contracted to process the oil-based paint, provided 3 staff on-site at all times and operated 2 trucks to collect and transport the collected oil-based paint.  They set up the gaylords and stored them on the ground beside their trucks during the event.  After the event their truck was loaded and returned to Saskatoon for processing.

We started the day at 6:45 a.m. collecting safety equipment and setting up the collection site at the Southland Mall. The roll-off container [for latex paint and empty metal paint cans] was dropped off at Southland Mall by the Regina Landfill on Friday evening. The donuts, coffee and extra soft drinks [young volunteer group] came from the Broad Street Robins Donut and were pre-arranged for delivery on site which saved about 30 minutes of early morning work-time. Bottled water was also purchased.  Most of the volunteers [experienced] arrived between 8:00 a.m. and 8:15 a.m. Safety training and material-handling procedure was completed before 8:20 a.m.  We started processing the vehicles at 8:30 a.m.

There was a modest line-up of about 15 vehicles [normally 10-15 vehicles] before we began the line processing.  The experienced volunteers took only about 15 minutes to develop an efficient vehicle processing procedure. Work was moderately busy but with some breaks in the traffic queue line.  As the volunteers were younger and in good physical shape, this level of vehicle handling was maintained throughout the morning. Based on discussions with people in the queue line, the average queue line wait was usually less than 5 minutes throughout the event – this is very good. The roll-off container until it was very full for this event.  About 3 vehicles were turned away with the queue line shut-down and they loaded the bin themselves.  The site was totally clean and clear by 2:30 pm.

The amount of household hazardous accidentally accepted, even with the high traffic volumes, was very minimal and fit into a small cardboard box and was mainly household glues – this is excellent work by the volunteers.  Very few glass containers were encountered.

At the end of the event we were able to fill nine (9) gaylords with oil-based paint. Each gaylords holds about 130 one-gallon cans (9 X 130 = 1170). The first gaylord was filled after 9:30 a.m. [slow] Again, we put 27 big (1-gallon) cans into one level in the gaylord. Every gaylord included five levels. Four levels were filled with big cans the fifth level was always a mixture between small cans and small paint containers.  In June 2005, August 2005 and September 2005 we handled 5 gaylords, 13 gaylords and 15 gaylords respectively.  The second half of the season tends to be the busier segment.

The amount of oil-based paint by volume is up 17 percent from total 2005 program year.  Latex volumes are estimated to be up was well and will be confirmed with final statistics from Street Culture Project.  However, 2005 budget expenditures are still projected to be under budget – the result of better tender prices for the processing of the oil-based paint, an increased shift to latex paint [cheaper to process] and higher productivity by the Street Culture Project at the Regina Landfill. Therefore, unit-costs are expected to continue to decline.  Very well done everyone.

Statistics on the amount of latex paint will not be available until it is sorted and hardened at the Regina Landfill later in October 2005. The roll-off container was very full of latex paint cans and empty paint cans.  For the October 2005 event it is estimated the number of empty paint cans was up significantly as was the amount of latex paint.  Oil-based paint was down slightly for this event.  A final statistic will be completed at year-end.

The collected aerosol paint cans were sorted onsite and placed into 3 drums for processing by Envirotec.  This is slightly above average for a collection event.

Two paint spills occurred at this event but were cleaned up with paint absorbent.  A post-event inspection was done that afternoon and the following day and the site is clean and clear. Members of Street Culture Project did a litter clean-up of the general area prior to the event close and the area was cleaner than when we began.  It is standard procedure to contact the Southland Mall in about 5 days to collect any abandoned paint left onsite.

The weather was calm and cool during the first half of the collection event.  However, the winds increased to upwards of 70 kph with strong wind-gusts near the end of the event and this resulted in a paint cart blowing into a private car in the queue line causing some scratching to the paint finish.  Details were recorded and a damage claim [first ever] is expected to be paid by the City.

All sorted empty cans and the Latex Paint went into the roll-off container – it was full to capacity including an above average of empty paint cans. This diverted paint will be mixed with the Latex Hardener during the next several weeks.  The Street Culture Project (Regina) is under contract to process the waste latex paint and to sort out metal paint cans for recycling at IPSCO. Further performance management testing of the latex paint hardener product will again be conducted in 2005. The goals will be: (1) document an efficient handling process, (2) obtain complete latex diversion statistics, (3) establish units processed per person per hour and unit costs, (4) and test the amounts of hardener required to harden different amounts of paint. 

Regarding demographics for this paint event, the majority of the public was again between 25-50 years of age and viewed as upper-middle class. An increasing number of vehicles were collecting paint from their neighbours and making only one trip.  In comparison to previous events, the paint tended to be newer than average and – a significant amount of latex paint and empty metal paint cans was noted. The volume of paint per vehicle tended to be higher than average.

No media attended this event.

This is most likely the last City of Regina - SaskTel sponsored event in the program's history.  A Paint Stewardship program is expected to be launched by Saskatchewan Environment in 2006.
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